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ARIZONA PRESS CLUB 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
NATION’S BEST PICK ARIZONA’S BEST 
 
While the newspaper industry as a whole continues to adjust to the 
digital age, let there be no doubt: Journalism in Arizona is strong. 
There may be fewer of us in the trenches than there used to be, but 
we are living up to the challenge. 
 
The mantra of “do more with less” has become de rigueur during the 
Great Recession, but newsrooms may be the shining example of 
where that is done best. Despite cuts in funding, staffing and 
resources at papers across the state, government never stops. Nor 
does the corporate world, or the sporting world or the human 
condition.  Journalists in Arizona are still the eyes and ears of the 
public, and they are using every technological tool available to keep 
readers informed. 
 
The field of winners for this contest is indicative of the quality of 
journalism coming out of Arizona, a state that has been in the 
national media spotlight almost constantly for the past three years. 
Top journalists in the country – many whom have won Pulitzer Prizes 
and top honors from SPJ and other journalism groups – were 
recruited to judge entries. Marvel at the praise they’ve heaped on the 
work we’re doing and take heart. 
 
And remember: Arizona has often been the butt of jokes on “The 
Daily Show” and “The Colbert Report,” but none of those laughs 
would have been possible without the work you do every day. 
 
Jim Small 
President, Arizona Press Club 
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ARIZONA COMMUNITY 
JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 

 
 

Glenn Gullickson 
Echo Magazine 
 
Judges: "Glenn Gullickson is engaged in his community and reports and writes 
his stories in a way that is inclusive to all readers,” Dennis Anderson wrote. “His 
writing is bright and he engages a number of sources in a tidy space. His stories 
consistently focus on his audience. This is how you work a beat.” Joe Hight 
wrote: “Gullickson's work captivates you with his passion and writing ability. He's 
a valuable asset to Arizona's community.” 
 
 

First runner-up 
Shar Porier, Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee Daily Review 
 
Second runner-up 
Hillary Davis, Yuma Sun 
 
 

JUDGES 

 
Joe Hight is editor of The Gazette in Colorado Springs, Colo.  
 
Dennis Anderson is executive editor of the Peoria Journal Star in Peoria, Ill. 
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VIRG HILL 
JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 

 
 

Dennis Wagner 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Judges: “Great range and a real passion for exposing hidden truths,” Jeff Light 
wrote. “These stories are not easy to execute, either in the discovery or in the 
aftermath.” From Ken Brusic: “Clearly a master at using data, documents and 
public records laws to allow readers to clearly see patterns of abuse and deceit. 
He brings talent, skill and concern into his reporting whether the subjects be 
jaguars or the military.” 
 
 

First runner-up 
Michelle Ye Hee Lee, The Arizona Republic 
 
Second runner-up 
Paul Rubin, Phoenix New Times 
 
 
JUDGES 
 
Ken Brusic is editor of the Orange County Register. 
 
Jeff Light is editor and vice president for news and content at the San Diego 
Union-Tribune. 
 
Susan Snyder is a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
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ARIZONA COMMUNITY  
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 

 
 

Josh Biggs 
Arizona Daily Sun 
 

First runner-up 
David Jolkovski, Ahwatukee Foothills News 
 
Second runner-up 
Donovan Quintero, Navajo Times 
 
 

JUDGE 
 
Trent Nelson is chief photographer for the Salt Lake Tribune. 
 
 

ARIZONA DESIGNER  
OF THE YEAR 

 
 

Amy King 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Judges: “Very strong portfolio, from features to hard news. Great use of 
photography, creative use of type. Shows strong conceptual thinking. The work is 
varied but there is a strong thread of her design throughout. No two pages looked 
alike.” 
 
 

First runner-up 
Brandon Ferrill, The Arizona Republic 
 
Second runner-up 
Andrea Heser, The Arizona Republic 
 
 

JUDGES 
 
Jane Martin, Lesley Becker and George Patisteas are part of the design staff 
of the Boston Globe, a major winner in this year’s Society for News Design 
contest. 
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A. SPANISH LANGUAGE WRITING 

  
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Dino Chiecchi is the editor of Hispanic publications for the San Antonio 
Express-News, overseeing the weekly bilingual publication, Conexión, and the all-Spanish, twice-
a-week publication Cancha. He has held several positions at the Express-News, including 
Sunday editor, metro editor, business editor, assistant city editor and reporter. 

 

A1. NEWS REPORTING  
 
First place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix 
Prensa Hispana: “Intensifican campaña del voto Latino” 
  
Second place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix, Prensa Hispana: “Lideres afroamericanos piden renuncia del 
sheriff” 
 
Third Place 
Martiza Lizeth Félix, Prensa Hispana: “Arapio presume la ‘Cuidad de las Carpas’”   

 

A2. FEATURE REPORTING 
  
First place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix 
Prensa Hispana: “Shadow Wolves: Cazadores a la antigua” 
  
Second place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix, Prensa Hispana: “El Capo II: Secuestrando audiencias y matando 
pasiones” 
 
Third place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix, Prensa Hispana: “Lo que no destruyo el fuego” 

 

A3. COMMENTARY/ANALYSIS  
 
First place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix 
Prensa Hispana: “‘Dreamers’ designados” 
 
Second place 
Ernesto Portillo Jr., La Estrella de Tucson: “Brewer y la Constutución que tanto quire … 
retar” 
 
Third place 
Maritza Lizeth Félix, Prensa Hispana: “México perdonó al PRI; los paisanos todavía no” 
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B. NON-METRO WRITING 

   

B1. INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Associated Press reporter Matt Apuzzo, co-winner of the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for investigative reporting, is on the AP’s investigative team in Washington, where he 
focuses primarily on national security and intelligence matters. 

 
First place 
Hank Stephenson 
Arizona Capitol Times: “Winning GOP candidate ran in safe district, but hangs 
his hat in Dem stronghold” 
 
Judge: “Stephenson uses the holy trinity of investigative journalism — a good tip, shoe leather 
and documents — to reveal political shenanigans. And he did it on deadline, which meant voters 
and the courts had time to consider it before an election.” 

 
Second place 
Jeremy Duda, Arizona Capitol Times: “Black out” 
 
Third place 
Heather Smathers, Arizona Independent: “Proposed solar facility produces questions, 
few answers” 

 

B2. PUBLIC SERVICE JOURNALISM  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: John Sullivan, now a journalism lecturer at Northwestern University, was 
part of a team from the Philadelphia Inquirer that won the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service, a 
Casey Medal and an Investigative Reporters and Editors Medal. 

 
First place 
Rodney Haas 
Kingman Daily Miner: “Is medical care at Kingman football games adequate?” 
 
Judge: “In many places parents take for granted that medical care is waiting on the sidelines to 
treat injured student athletes. But Haas shows some students are taking their lives in their hands 
when they take the field. This is a story that warrants more investigation.” 

 
Second place 
Jeremy Duda, Arizona Capitol Times: “Team ACA” 
 
Third place 
Shar Porier, Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee Daily Review: “San Pedro River” 

 

B3. BREAKING NEWS  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Michael James is executive editor of the Tuscaloosa News, which won 
the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Reporting. 

 
First place 
Jeremy Duda  
Arizona Capitol Times: “FBI investigating Tom Horne for campaign violations” 
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Judge: “Thorough examination of serious allegations. Excellent reporting. Nice writing. The clear 
winner in this category.” 

 
Second place 
Jeremy Duda, Arizona Capitol Times: “Brewer chief of staff Klein eyes Board of Regents 
presidency” 
 
Third place 
Scott McNutt and Bill Coates, Casa Grande Dispatch: “Blast shakes downtown” 

 

B4. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Carol Marbin Miller, an enterprise and investigative reporter with The 
Miami Herald, has won the Heywood Broun Award, the Eugene S. Pulliam First Amendment 
Award, the National Headliners' Award, the Green Eyeshade Award, a Sidney Award, and the 
Florida Society of Newspaper Editors' Gold Medal for Public Service. A series she co-wrote was a 
Pulitzer Prize finalist for public service. 

 
First place 
Marisa Gerber 
Nogales International: “Cage-like waiting areas spawn complaints at port” 
 
Judge: “Gerber's work was compelling, very well-written, and trained a bright light on an 
inhumane practice. The decision of Customs and Border Protection to dismantle the “cage” within 
days of the story is a testament to Gerber’s fine reporting.” 

  
Second place 
Erin Taylor, Kingman Daily Miner: “Cat theft case against Kingman advocate won't go 
away” 
 
Third place 
Gary Grado, Arizona Capitol Times: “Phony firms a favorite FBI tactic in targeting 
lawmakers” 
 
Honorable mention 
Marisa Gerber, Nogales International: “Death puts spotlight on behavioral health center” 
  

B5. POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Corey Johnson, a reporter on the government oversight team at 
California Watch and the Center for Investigative Reporting, was a finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize in Local Reporting and also won the prestigious Gold Medal from the Investigative 
Reporters and Editors and the public service award from Scripps Howard Foundation. 

 
First place 
Luige Del Puerto 
Arizona Capitol Times: “Undoing union clout” 
 
Judge: “Exhaustive, dogged reporting that educates and enlightens. One of the best series of the 
year.” 

 
Second place 
Bill Coates, Casa Grande Dispatch: “City preparing for pot shop” 
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Third place 
Evan Wyloge, Arizona Capitol Times: “Microtargeting: Election profiteering or political 
precision?” 

 

B6. HEALTH REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: David Armstrong, an investigative reporter at Bloomberg News, won the 
top prize from the Association of Health Care Journalists in 2012 for his body of work in reporting 
on medicine. He was part of the Wall Street Journal team awarded the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for 
breaking news reporting. 

 
First place 
Vicki Louk Balint 
Raising Arizona Kids: “Rebooting the brain” 
 
Judge: “Skillfully reported and written feature detailing a locally invented technique to minimize 
brain damage in newborns deprived of oxygen during birth.” 
 

Second place 
Bill Coates, Case Grande Dispatch: “A little help from nature” 
  
Third place 
Glenda Rae Davis, Navajo Times: “Doctor rides down Grand Canyon to offer prenatal 
care” 
  

B7. ENVIRONMENTAL/SCIENCE REPORTING  
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Beth Ponsot is web producer of Need to Know, the national weekly 
newsmagazine on PBS. She won the 2012 Edward J. Meeman Award for environmental reporting 
from the Scripps Howard. 

 
First place 
Cindy Yurth 
Navajo Times: Coverage of the controversy over a proposed resort on the east 
rim of the Grand Canyon. 
 
Second place 
Alistair Mountz and Candace Begody, Navajo Times: Coverage of water rights claimed 
by the Navajo Nation. 
  

B8. SOCIAL ISSUES REPORTING  
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Tulsa World reporter Cary Aspinwall won the 2012 Freedom 
Forum/ASNE Award for Distinguished Writing on Diversity. 

 
First place 
Gila Silverman 
Arizona Jewish Post: “Be kind: Ben’s Bells replace dreidel for Winterhaven 
Festival of Lights” 
 
Judge: “This easily could have been just another ho-hum ‘guess what’s happening in our 
neighborhood’ brief, but the author's writing and unique storytelling elevated this tale of an art 
project that has become a community statement. Beautiful message and writing.” 
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Second place 
Susan Randall, Casa Grande Dispatch: “Meals on Wheels” 
  
Third Place 
Jorge Salazar, College Times: “Phoenix nonprofit opens Arizona’s first LGBT high 
school” 

  

B9. EDUCATION REPORTING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Dan Golden, who covers education issues for Bloomberg News, won the 
2004 Pulitzer Prize for beat reporting and won the Education Writers’ Association’s top prize in 
2011 and 2012. 

 
First place 
Susan Randall 
Casa Grande Dispatch: “Learning to the beat of a different drummer” 
 
Judge: “Nice detail and dialogue enliven this endearing feature about a creative math teacher.” 
 

Second place 
Janice Vega, College Times: “Academic cheating bilks the test of time” 
  
Third place 
Daniel Dullum, Florence Reminder & Blade-Tribune: “Autism no barrier to young 
ballplayers” 

  

B10. IMMIGRATION REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Sarah Ryley, assistant city editor at the New York Daily News, previously 
was an investigative/ enterprise reporter for outlets such as The Daily, the New York Post and the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. She won the 2012 Eugene Katz Award for Excellence in the Coverage of 
Immigration. 

 
First place 
Jonathan Clark and Curt Prendergast 
Nogales International: “Police reports describe hail of rocks prior to shooting” 
 
Judge: “Undeterred by the U.S. Border Patrol’s stonewalling, Clark uses the state open records 
law to provide a detailed and expertly written account of a hot-button shooting with big 
implications, calling into question the actions of the federal agents. Prendergast does a good job 
of exploring the issue of deadly force from multiple perspectives, and raises the question of why 
non-lethal disbursement tools such as pepper balls weren’t used first.” 

 
Second place 
Jonathan Clark, Nogales International: “Agent charged with corruption now at center of 
civil suit” 
 
Third place 
Jeremy Duda, Arizona Capitol Times: “A desert mirage” 
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B11. BUSINESS REPORTING  
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Dawn Wotapka is real estate reporter for the Wall Street Journal, where 
she has written about everything from “Extreme Makeover” homes in foreclosure to tanning beds 
in student housing. 

 
First place 
Jeremy Duda 
Arizona Capitol Times: “Time for a break?” 
 
Judge: “This story takes a hard look at tax credits and incentives used to boost economies, a 
practice used nationwide. Duda did a good job of presenting both sides of the issue – do they 
help the local economy or could the money be better spent? He presented a wide range of 
experts, though it would have been nice to hear from an actual recipient.” 

 
Second place 
Larry Lockhart, Casa Grande Dispatch: “Battles brewing” 
 
Third place 
Evan Wyloge, Arizona Capitol Times: “Proposed curb on punitive damage suits” 

 
B12. SPORTS REPORTING  

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Ron Chimelis, a sports reporter and columnist for the Springfield (Mass.) 
Newspapers, won the 2011 Society of Professional Journalists award for sports column writing. 
He has covered the Boston Red Sox, University of Massachusetts and a variety of other topics 
and is a multiple winner of New England Associated Press writing awards. 

 
First place 
Daniel Dullum and Mark Cowling 
Florence Reminder & Blade-Tribune: “’75 Champs reunite for surprise visit” 
 
Judge: “A voluminous amount of work is this collaborative effort that was much more than a trip 
down Memory Lane. Different perspectives from different people were interwoven without losing 
sight of the common binding theme.” 
 
Second place 
Tom Danehy, Tucson Weekly: “London calling” 
 
Third place  
Alastair Lee Bitsoi, Navajo Times: “Playing for Dad” 

 

B13. COLUMN WRITING  
 
ABOUT THE JUDGES: Mary Schmich and Barbara Brotman are columnists at the Chicago 
Tribune. 

 
First place 
Erin Taylor 
Kingman Daily Miner 
 
Judge: “Taylor’s columns displayed the ideal columnist’s full range of tone and topic. Her column 
on a female state lawmaker was tough-minded, funny and yet avoided the trap of sounding mean. 
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Her column on her dad was moving without being sentimental. Her ‘election-year prayer’ was 
clever.” 

 
Second place 
Cindy Yurth, Navajo Times 
 
Third place 
Amanda Ventura, College Times 

 

B14. EDITORIAL WRITING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Peter Canellos, editorial editor of the Boston Globe, is the 2012 ASNE 
Award winner for editorial writing.  Previously he was the Globe’s deputy managing 
editor/Washington, leading the paper’s coverage of the 2004 and 2008 presidential campaigns 
and writing the paper’s weekly “National Perspective” column. 

 
First place 
Salvatore Caputo 
Jewish News of Greater Phoenix 
 
Judge: “These editorials challenge the paper’s readers to rethink their assumptions, especially 
one urging Jewish readers not to pre-judge a murder-suicide involving a local neo-Nazi 
sympathizer.” 

 
Second place 
Glenn Gullickson, Echo Magazine 

 
B15. PERSONALITY PROFILE 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Corinne Reilly, a metro reporter at The Washington Post, was a finalist 
for the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in feature writing for her profile of a military hospital in Afghanistan. 

 
First place 
Randy Metcalf 
The Explorer: “The man behind the shorts” 
 
Judge: “This was a delight to read. An unconventional idea for a profile, perhaps. But Metcalf had 
the vision to see it. The lede grabbed me and the rest made me really feel for Mr. Kimball and 
what he's been through. Surely the people who've seen him jogging over the years have 
wondered about him. Metcalf did good to tell his story.” 

 
Second place 
Matt Hickman, Sierra Vista Herald: “Courting destiny” 
 
Third place 
Marisa Gerber, Nogales International: “Celia Concannon knows the power of a play” 

 
B16. HUMAN INTEREST WRITING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Tulsa World reporter Cary Aspinwall won the 2012 Freedom 
Forum/ASNE Award for Distinguished Writing on Diversity. 

 
 



17 
 

First place 
Erin Taylor 
Kingman Daily Miner: “Meatball answers the call of the wild” 
 
Judge: “This story had it all: Drama, tragedy, suspense — and a tiny hero named Meatball. 
Taylor does an excellent job pacing this taut tale and it was a joy to read. This is the kind of story 
people pick up the newspaper for.” 

  
Second place 
Hillary Davis, Yuma Sun: “Taking it day to day” 
 
Third place 
Marisa Gerber, Nogales International: “Radio station in sister city takes a hands-on 
approach” 

 

B17. SHORT-FORM WRITING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Beth Hunt, director of editorial operations for American City Business 
Journals, is a frequent blogger and a passionate advocate of tight writing. 

 
 First place 
Adam Curtis 
Sierra Vista Herald: “Chapel restoration a symbol of recovery” 
 
Judge: “The imagery Curtis weaves through this piece makes you feel as if you're standing right 
there watching the resurrection of the mural. He chooses just the right words and strikes just the 
right tone to lead you through the healing taking place. I even found myself whispering as I read 
the quotes in the story. A nice, nice piece.” 
  

Second place 
Jim Small, Arizona Capitol Times: “Pearce allies: Cut him $250k check for recall efforts”  

 

B18. ARTS CRITICISM 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Marty Hughley is theater and dance critic for The Oregonian. 

 
First place  
Margaret Regan 
Tucson Weekly: “Little art, big detail,” “The border journey,” “Scorched earth” 
 
Judge Ben Waterhouse: “Easily the most assured, consistent and readable of all entries in this 
and the metro arts categories. Good use of rich but never pretentious vocabulary, making for 
clear descriptions and thematic connections. Provides excellent detail and context but remains 
accessible.” 

 

B18. ARTS REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: South Florida Sun-Sentinel reporter Anne Geggis won a 2011 Sunshine 
Award from the National Society of Professional Journalists. 
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First place 
Gillian Drummond  
3 Story Magazine: “Art, Willy Wonka style,” “Eye candy,” “Arizona is his middle 
name” 
 
Judge: “These stories made me want to visit to check out the arts scene.” 

 
Second place 
Matt Hickman, Sierra Vista Herald: “Grooper Productions: Take one,” “Getting that just-
off-the-beach look in Sierra Vista” and “Meet the biggest bands in Sierra Vista” 
 
Third place 
Betsey Bruner, Arizona Daily Sun: “From the west with love,” “True grit” 
 
Honorable mention 
Marisa Gerber, Nogales International: Coverage of a downtown mural. 

 

B22. FEATURES BLOG 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Gendy Alimurung is a features blogger, reporter and columnist for LA 
Weekly. Her work has been honored by the National Society of Newspaper Columnists, National 
Education Writers Association and Southern California Journalism Awards/LA Press Club. 
 
First place 
Dan Gibson, 
Raising Arizona Kids: “What can we do to stop one million moms?”, “Trying to 
cancel Ted Nugent’s show at the fair is a colossal waste of time,” “I can fix the 
Arizona economy with porn,” “I just captured this terrible image and now I want to 
cry for humanity,” “A note For Cathi Herrod and her attack on anti-bullying laws” 
 
Judge: “I was won over by his righteous indignation. To read this blog is to step into Gibson’s 
brain and — depending on your political leaning — be either thrilled, or mortified.” 

 

B23. MULTIMEDIA PACKAGE 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Heather Billings is a news apps developer at the Chicago Tribune. 

 
First place 
Evan Wyloge 
Arizona Capital Times Live elections results 
 
Judge: “Fantastic breakdown that lets the reader track just the results he is interested in. A nice 
tool that makes it easy to understand what’s going on on election night.” 

 
Second place 
Evan Wyloge, Arizona Capitol Times: “Support for Sheriff Arpaio declines even in some 
GOP strongholds” 
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B24. NEWS HEADLINE WRITING 
  
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Laura Dominick, a copy editor for the Los Angeles Times, is a three-time 
winner of the American Copy Editors Society’s individual prize for writing headlines for large 
publications. 

First place 
Bill Coates 
Casa Grande Dispatch: “His motto: We're No. 1 in the No. 2 business," “Raining 
on cats and dogs” and “Many months of Sundays in his 50 years of preaching” 
 
Judge: “All of these heds were clever and polished. They were easy to grasp even though the 
copy editor had no dek to work with.” 
 

Second place 
Edward Carifo, Yuma Sun: “Storm troopers,” “It’s not easy beating green,” “Oh my Gaud” 

 

B25. FEATURES HEADLINE WRITING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Pat Gilliland, a copy editor with The Oklahoman, has won multiple state, 
regional and national awards for her headlines. 

 
First place 
Michael Rinker 
Lake Powell Chronicle: “Will the Circle be unbroke?” “Cherry pickers” and “The 
star-spangled biker” 
 
Judge: “The ‘Circle’ photo headline has an unexpected twist on a familiar phrase that made it 
stand out -- AND it stays true to the content of the caption. Bravo!” 

 
Second place 
Glenn Gullickson, Echo magazine: “Staying positive,”  “Auctioneer Letitia Frye puts on a 
show as she raises funds for LGBT organizations,” “The kissing controversy” 

 
 

C. METRO WRITING 
 

C1. DON BOLLES AWARD FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Associated Press reporter Matt Apuzzo, co-winner of the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for investigative reporting, is on the AP’s investigative team in Washington, where he 
focuses primarily on national security and intelligence matters. 

 
First place 
Dennis Wagner 
The Arizona Republic: “Letting down The Guard” 
 
Judge: “As Wagner reveals one shocking detail after another, it’s hard not to shake your head 
and wonder, ‘How does this happen?’  Thanks to reporting that kicked open doors and shined the 
light of accountability on the Guard, Arizona residents can get some answers.” 
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Second place 
Carol Ann Alaimo, Arizona Daily Star: For her persistent coverage of Pima Community 
College 
 
Third place  
Michelle Ye Hee Lee, The Arizona Republic: “Unwanted, unsettled and unaccounted 

for”  

 
C2. PUBLIC SERVICE JOURNALISM 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: John Sullivan, now a journalism lecturer at Northwestern University, was 
part of a team from the Philadelphia Inquirer that won the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service, a 
Casey Medal and an Investigative Reporters and Editors Medal. 

 
First place 
Mary K. Reinhart 
The Arizona Republic: "Youngest at risk" 
 
Judge: “Reinhart’s exhaustive look at Arizona's child-welfare system showed how budget cuts 
put children at risk and allowed foster children to languish in crisis shelters and group homes. It's 
a pure example of public service reporting.” 

 
Second place 
Shaun McKinnon, The Arizona Republic: "The risks are everywhere" 
 
Third place 
Bob Ortega, The Arizona Republic: "The price of prisons" 

 

C3. BREAKING NEWS 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Michael James is executive editor of the Tuscaloosa News, which won 
the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Reporting. 

 
First place 
Rhonda Bodfield, Tom Beal, Tim Steller, Josh Brodesky and Howard Fisher 
Arizona Daily Star: “Giffords to resign, forcing 2 elections …” 
 
Judge: “Well organized, well written and comprehensive, especially considering deadline 
constraints. No questions left unanswered about a momentous development. Excellent work. 
Certainly deserving of first place.” 

 
C4. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Carol Marbin Miller, an enterprise and investigative reporter with The 
Miami Herald, has won the Heywood Broun Award, the Eugene S. Pulliam First Amendment 
Award, the National Headliners' Award, the Green Eyeshade Award, a Sidney Award, and the 
Florida Society of Newspaper Editors' Gold Medal for Public Service. A series she co-wrote was a 
Pulitzer Prize finalist for public service. 

 
 
 
 
 



21 
 

First place 
Richard Ruelas 
The Arizona Republic: “Into the belly of the beast” 
 
Judge: “Gripping look inside an otherwise unremarkable woman's infiltration of a white 
supremacist group. Ruelas brought us inside a necessarily secret federal investigation from start 
to finish.” 

  
Second place 
Paul Rubin, Phoenix New Times: “Overzealous prosecutors, a runaway jury and a dead 
5-year-old boy” 
 
Third place 
Bob Ortega, The Arizona Republic: “Clemency is becoming a lost cause” 
  
Honorable mention 
Paul Rubin, Phoenix New Times: “The curious death of Sgt. Sean Drenth” 

 

C5. JOHN KOLBE POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT REPORTING 
AWARD 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Corey Johnson, a reporter on the government oversight team at 
California Watch and the Center for Investigative Reporting, was a finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize in Local Reporting and also won the prestigious Gold Medal from the Investigative 
Reporters and Editors and the public service award from Scripps Howard Foundation. 

 
First place 
Dennis Wagner, Craig Harris and Ryan Randazzo 
The Arizona Republic: “Florence land war” 
 
Judge: “Simply masterful writing and reporting. This work sets a new standard.” 

 
Second place 
Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, The Arizona Republic: “Attorney General Tom Horne 
campaign finance abuse” 
 
Third place 
Ronald J. Hansen and Dan Nowicki, The Arizona Republic: “Cardon record on job 
creation, migrant hiring stirs questions” 

 

C6. HEALTH REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Bloomberg News investigative reporter David Armstrong won the top 
prize from the Association of Health Care Journalists in 2012 for his body of work in reporting on 
medicine. He was part of the Wall Street Journal team awarded the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for 
breaking news reporting. 

 
First place  
Rob O'Dell and Stephanie Innes 
Arizona Daily Star: “Kids skipping shots increase threat of dangerous outbreak” 
 
Judge: “An ambitious investigation of dangerously low vaccination rates in Arizona schools and 
the regulatory inaction that allows it to happen. Great use of public records supplemented by 
richly reported interviews of parents, experts and school officials.” 
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Second place 

Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, The Arizona Republic: “Medical marijuana” 
  
Third place  
Shanna Hogan, Times Publications: “Diagnosis, unknown” 

 

C7. ENVIRONMENTAL/SCIENCE REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Beth Ponsot is web producer of Need to Know, the national weekly 
newsmagazine on PBS. She won the 2012 Edward J. Meeman Award for environmental reporting 
from the Scripps Howard. 

 
First place 
Dennis Wagner 
The Arizona Republic: “The cat, the captors and the cover-up” 
 
Judge: “Heartbreaking story that shed much-needed light on the tragic death and subsequent 
cover-up of a rare and endangered jaguar. Deftly researched and deeply moving.” 

  
Second place 
Tony Davis, Arizona Daily Star: Coverage of drought, desert and climate change.  
 
Third place 
Rebekah L. Sanders and Ryan Randazzo, The Arizona Republic: “Arizona energy plans 
vex military” 
 

C8. SOCIAL ISSUES REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Karen de Sá, an investigative reporter for The San Jose Mercury News, 
focuses largely on social issues. Her projects have exposed inhumane conditions in California's 
youth prisons and children’s shelters, systemic dysfunction in the state's foster-care courts and 
financial abuse of elderly and disabled Californians by court-appointed fiduciaries 
 
First place 
Monica Alonzo 
Phoenix New Times: “Desecration: Unearthed native burial site” 
 
Judge: “Well-written and well researched story and a fascinating, frightening tale. Does justice to 
the bones, and the readers.” 

  
Second place 
Josh Brodesky, Arizona Daily Star: CPS columns 

 

C9. EDUCATION REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Dan Golden, who covers education issues for Bloomberg News, won the 
2004 Pulitzer Prize for beat reporting and won the Education Writers’ Association’s top prize in 
2011 and 2012. 
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First place 
Anne Ryman 
The Arizona Republic: “Insiders benefiting in charter deals” 
 
Judge: “Meticulously reported investigation highlights risk of charter schools cutting through red 
tape.” 

  
Second place 
Piper Stoeckel, Arizona Daily Star: “Teachers hard to discipline in TUSD” 
 
 
Third place 

Amy B Wang, The Arizona Republic: “Valley companies take on role as class sponsors"  
 
C10. IMMIGRATION REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Sarah Ryley, assistant city editor at the New York Daily News, previously 
was an investigative/ enterprise reporter for outlets such as The Daily, the New York Post and the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. She won the 2012 Eugene Katz Award for Excellence in the Coverage of 
Immigration. 

 
First place 
Tim Steller, 
Arizona Daily Star: “Border Patrol faces little accountability” 
 
Judge: “In this excellent investigation, Steller holds the U.S. Border Patrol accountable for its 
opaque handling of border shootings by painstakingly examining 17 deaths along the southern 
border over the past two years — and finds that many families are still totally in the dark. He 
rightly compares the federal agency’s lack of transparency to how the investigation would be 
handled if a local police officer had shot and killed someone.” 

 
Second place 
Alia Rau, The Arizona Republic: “SB 1070's day in court” 
 
Third place 
Daniel Gonzalez, The Arizona Republic: “A migrant detained, a family in limbo” 
 

C11. BUSINESS REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGES: Martin Wolk and Sunny Du are business editors for MSNBC.com. 
 
First place 
Rob O’Dell 
Arizona Daily Star: “1 in 3 homes here sell for under $100K” 
 
Judge: “A fresh and sobering take on the housing bust. A well-reported story that really dives into 
the heart of the crisis – from those who are burdened by the rock-bottom prices to the investors 
eager to profit.” 

 
Second place 
Catherine Reagor, The Arizona Republic: “Flush with funds” and “Corporate landlord” 
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Third place 
Rob O’Dell and Catherine Reagor, The Arizona Republic: “Valley rental homes a red-hot 
commodity” 

 
C12. SPORTS REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Mark Mulvoy came to Sports Illustrated from the Boston Globe in 1965. 
He wrote about hockey, baseball, golf and professional football before becoming managing editor 
of the magazine 1984 and later publisher. In 1988 and 1989 Sports Illustrated won the most 
prestigious magazine honor, The National Magazine Award for General Excellence. Mulvoy also 
wrote 12 sports-related books and retired in 1996. 
 
First place 
Dan Bickley  
The Arizona Republic: Coverage of the London Olympics 
 
Judge: “Bickley’s London Olympics columns were superbly crafted, painstakingly researched, 
wonderfully insightful — and stunningly far-ranging, with great depth and breadth as he presented 
multiple, disparate, unique and fascinatingly comprehensive reports on the Games. He won this 
category in a landslide.” 

 
Second place 
Jimmy Magahern, Times Publications: “Extreme Kids” 
 
Third place (tie) 
Kyle Odegard, East Valley Tribune: High school sports 
 
Patrick Finley, Arizona Daily Star: Columns 

 

C13. COLUMN WRITING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGES: Mary Schmich and Barbara Brotman are columnists at the Chicago 
Tribune. 

 
First place 
Josh Brodesky 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Judge Bill Ervolino: “Brodesky writes clearly (harder than it sounds) and makes local issues that 
might be boring readable. His columns have a strong sense of place. The column on the Hotel 
Arizona displayed ingenuity and enterprise.” 

 
Second place 
David Fitzsimmons, Arizona Daily Star 
 
Third place 
Karina Bland, The Arizona Republic 

 
C14. EDITORIAL WRITING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Peter Canellos, editorial editor of the Boston Globe, is the 2012 ASNE 
Award winner for editorial writing.  Previously he was the Globe’s deputy managing 
editor/Washington, leading the paper’s coverage of the 2004 and 2008 presidential campaigns 
and writing the paper’s weekly “National Perspective” column. 
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First place 
Linda Valdez,  
The Arizona Republic 
 
Judge: “Shows the importance of reporting in editorials. Lets the powerful stories and images 
make the argument. Short sentences are effective at creating a sense of barely restrained 
outrage.” 

  
Second place 
Phil Villarreal, Arizona Daily Star 
  
Third place 
Sarah Garrecht Gassen, Arizona Daily Star 

 
C15. PERSONALITY PROFILE 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Eli Sanders, associate editor at The Stranger in Seattle, won the 2012 
Pulitzer Prize for Feature Writing. 
 
First place 
Karina Bland 
The Arizona Republic: “Becoming Max” 
 
Judge: “A richly reported and strikingly clear-headed account of one family's struggle to 
comprehend and support their transgender son as he struggles to become himself. Bland skillfully 
uses Max's courageous and complicated journey — as well as his family's journey along with him 
— to allow the reader to learn about a way of being that's rarely related with this level of care and 
plain-spoken anatomical accuracy.” 

 
Second place 
Robrt L. Pela, Phoenix New Times: “Bill Tonnesen, contentious Tempe developer, aims 
for immortality” 
 
Third place 
Kim Smith, Arizona Daily Star: “Prosecutor gives voice to victims of abuse” 

 

C16. HUMAN INTEREST WRITING 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Corinne Reilly, a metro reporter at The Washington Post, was a finalist 
for the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in feature writing for her profile of a military hospital in Afghanistan. 
 
First place 
Scott Craven 
The Arizona Republic: “A lone wolf, his lost dog and an Internet miracle” 
 
Judge: “A truly sweet and intimate story that made me feel like I really knew both dog and 
owner.” 

 
Second place 
Karina Bland, The Arizona Republic: “Out of death, a journey into hope” 
 
 
Third place 
Scott Craven, The Arizona Republic: “Measures of dignity” 
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C17. SHORT-FORM WRITING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Beth Hunt, director of editorial operations for American City Business 
Journals, is a frequent blogger and a passionate advocate of tight writing. 
 
First place 
Kristen Cook 
Arizona Daily Star: “A stash of 'staches” 
 
Judge: “This is, by far, the best entry in the category. Not only is it written beautifully, it strikes the 
perfect tone and makes the reader smile along the way. It doesn't hurt, of course, that it's nicely 
displayed. But even if it weren't, it would be a really fun read. In fact, if I could read a story like 
this every day, my world would be a better place.” 

  
Second place 
Phil Villarreal, Arizona Daily Star 
 
Third place 
Kristen Cook, Arizona Daily Star: “Last call for Miss Peggy” 

 
C18. ARTS CRITICISM 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Marty Hughley is theater and dance critic for The Oregonian. 
 
First place 
Kathleen Vanesian 
Phoenix New Times: “Frank Lloyd Wright exhibit at Phoenix Art Museum misses 
the point,” “Chaos Theory 13: The good, the bad, and the meh,” “’Sue 
Chenoweth: Real and Applied’ at Modified Arts is a treasure hunt” 
 
Judge: “Vanesian writes with great authority and an evident knowledge of the art history and the 
recent history of the Phoenix visual-arts scene. The Frank Lloyd Wright piece — a thoroughgoing 
takedown of both a major museum exhibit and a cultural icon — is the kind of well-informed 
contrarian venting the alt weekly movement was built on.” 

 
Second place 
Robrt L. Pela, Phoenix New Times: “Raising Arizona: Where architecture sometimes 
takes a backseat,” “Restoring the ‘40s house in Sunnyslope,” “Endangered Wright 
house: Is Phoenix architecture worth preserving” 
 
Third place 
Laura Hahnefeld, Phoenix New Times: “Cafe Ga Hyang: Fantastic Korean food — and 
it’s open late,” “Ncounter: Another run-of-the-mill restaurant on Mill” and “Blue Hound: 
The restaurant downtown was waiting for” 

 

C19. ARTS REPORTING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Anne Geggis, a reporter at the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, won a 2011 
Sunshine Award from the National Society of Professional Journalists. 
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First place 
Kristen Cook 
Arizona Daily Star: “Breaded bliss,” “Sex. Religion. Politics. Bacon,” “Cuisines of 
world converge” 
 
Judge: “Lyrical, fast-moving writing shows a writer having fun, and so does the reader.” 

 
Second place 
Anthony Sandoval, Phoenix New Times: “Arizona Juggalo Shawn Wolf fights for custody 
of his son,” “ Jose ‘El Pelon’ Avila blames New Times for cancelled show,” “Underground 
hip-hop program The Pulse on Power 98.3 to air last show in Phoenix tonight” 
 
Third place 
Cathalena E. Burch, Arizona Daily Star: “The music died,” “Shaping a life that matters,” 
“Raw” 

 
C20. OPINION BLOG 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Speaker, writer and consultant Dave Lieber was, until recently, a 
columnist at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. In 2012, his newspaper columns won local, state and 
national journalism awards for helping change a state law, exposing a financial scheme and 
revealing a city hall lawyer who broke state sunshine laws. The Watchdog column holds 
businesses and governments accountable and helps people regain control of their lives in tough 
times. 
 
First place 
Stephen Lemons 
Phoenix New Times: “Tom Horne’s snakepit,” “Neo-Nazi J.T. Ready runs for 
Pinal County sheriff,”  “Russell Pearce Wants $260,000 of your money,” “Joe 
Arpaio’s racial profiling trial begins, and, yes, he’s guilty as sin,” “Russell 
Pearce’s ‘Arizona Teachers Association” 
 
Judge: “Sharp. Concise. Knowledgeable. Attitude. Punch. Humor. What more could you ask for 
from any first-place contest winner? Well done!” 
 

Second place 
Ray Stern, Phoenix New Times: “Sheriff Arpaio ratted out commanders,” “Andrew 
Thomas and Lisa Aubuchon disbarred,” “Andrew Thomas and Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s 
‘unholy collaboration’,” “Sheriff Joe Arpaio secretly recorded ’09 staff meeting,” “Maria 
Brandon, fired Maricopa civil attorney, says county retaliated against her” 
 

Third place 
Chow Bella staff, Phoenix New Times: “Alton Brown is the man,” “Ups and downs under 
one roof,” “French onion soup fracas,” “Sonoran FFF,” “Latke lowdown” 

 
C21. NEWS BLOG 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGES: Marty Wolk and Sunny Du are business editors for MSNBC.com. 
 
First place 
Ray Stern 
Phoenix New Times: Valley Fever 
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Judges: “Stern wins for a group of blog posts demonstrating a beat reporter’s inside knowledge 
of the controversies swirling around Arizona County courthouses. In a post based on just a few 
hours of courtroom testimony by Sheriff Joe Arpaio, Stern points out how the sheriff lost credibility 
in a series of “gotcha” moments. Another post points out that based on his blood alcohol content, 
the late Sheriff Larry Dever may well have been a problem drinker rather than the teetotaler he 
claimed to be. Another Arpaio-related post details the outcome of a lawsuit involving surprising 
love notes between two of the sheriff’s underlings. In all, Stern makes the most of what is clearly 
an interesting beat.” 

  
Second place  
Rebekah L. Sanders, The Arizona Republic: AZ/DC 
  
Third place  

Monica Alonzo, Phoenix New Times: Valley Fever  

 
C22. FEATURES BLOG 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Gendy Alimurung is a features blogger, reporter and columnist for LA 
Weekly. Her work has earned honors from the National Society of Newspaper Columnists, 
National Education Writers Association and Southern California Journalism Awards/LA Press 
Club. 
 
First place 
Chow Bella staff 
Phoenix New Times: “A hipster’s guide to farm animals,” “Peter Kasperski 
considers using FnB name in San Diego,” “What’s your most horrifying kitchen 
accident story?” “Anatomy of baklava,” “Honey Boo Boo’s ‘sketti: We made it, 
here’s what it tastes like” 
 
Judge: “Chow Bella is the clear winner in this category. Posts were smart, fun and funny. 
Unexpected angles make for a rich, multi-dimensional view of the local restaurant scene.” 

  
Second place 
Staff, Phoenix New Times: Chow Bella — “Embedded at Petite Maison,” “Judy Nichols 
gets to the bottom of the casserole dish,” “Roosevelt Row’s Tediberto’s has a liquor 
license problem,” “Am I a beer snob? (a flowchart)” “Screaming, expletives, and 
eventually, police: All in the first night of Kitchen Nightmares taping at Amy’s Baking 
Company” 
  
Third place 
Staff, Phoenix New Times: Up On The Sun music blog — “Trapstyle duo Trapzillas are 
not bullshitting,” “10 favorite local hip-hop tracks of 2012,” “Kanye West’s ‘Mercy’ 
explained by Phoenix producer Lifted,” “As the Black Keys take on Pizza Hut, we wonder 
what selling out even means anymore,” “Sonoran Pop Festival” 

 

C23. MULTIMEDIA PACKAGE 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Heather Billings is a news apps developer at the Chicago Tribune. 
 
First place 
Johanna Eubank 
Arizona Daily Star: “Bad girls of Arizona” 
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Judge Michael Corey: “While e-books aren't exactly multimedia, this creative use of archived 
newspaper articles is worthy of recognition. The tales are compelling, the narratives are well 
constructed and edited, and there's something quite appealing about reading 90-year-old 
newspaper articles on a Kindle.” 

 
Second place 
Darren DaRonco and Rob O’Dell, Arizona Daily Star: Top Tucson employee salaries 
 
Third place 
Staff, Phoenix New Times: Best of Phoenix 

 
 
C24. NEWS HEADLINE WRITING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Laura Dominick, a copy editor for the Los Angeles Times, is a three-time 
winner of the American Copy Editors Society’s individual prize for writing headlines for large 
publications. 
 
First place 
Dave Ord 
Arizona Daily Star: “An institute for Heyer learning,” “Call ‘em the Coy-OTs,” “Just 
swinging in the rain” 
 
Judge: “Sophisticated use of word play without stretching it in a way that the story doesn't back 
up. Really quite brilliant!” 

 
Second place 
Ron Solomon, Arizona Daily Star: “Wall St. has egg all over its Facebook,” “At doom’s 
doorstep,” “If Mint’s G-strings stay on, city butts out” 
 
Third place 
Jim Maish, Arizona Daily Star: “For boxer, the big fight is just staying in US,” “Scotty of 
Star Trek, hundreds of others, latest ash-tronauts,” “Art project was driving force for 
caddy embedded in wall” 
 

C25. FEATURE HEADLINE WRITING 

 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: Pat Gilliland, a copy editor with The Oklahoman, has won multiple state, 
regional and national awards for her headlines. 
 
First place 
Sylvia Cody 
The Arizona Republic: “Beauty is in the app of the beholder,” “Viva less Vegas,” 
“The razz singer” 
 
Judge: “The winning set of headlines made catchy but informative plays on words and also 
excellent use of techniques including alliteration. The headlines stand on their own merit, but also 
deserve praise for how they worked into the page design. Great work!” 

 
Second place 
Ron Solomon, Arizona Daily Star: “Design Lord of the Rings,” “Haboob haiku:   
Contest upon us; inspiration rains like a; storm in our desert,” “New lungs and a hard 
fight give Addie her 2nd wind” 
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Third place 
Sylvia Cody, The Arizona Republic: “Ads to riches,” “Entree to friendship — cooking 
together creates lasting bond between TV chefs,” “High on a hill: a happy goat herd” 

 
 

D. METRO & NON-METRO DESIGN 
 
ABOUT THE JUDGE: All categories judged by Jane Martin, Lesley Becker and George 
Patisteas of the design staff of the Boston Globe, a major winner in this year’s Society for News 
Design contest. 

 

D1. NON-METRO PAGE ONE LAYOUT/DESIGN 

 
First place 
Gabe Turner 
Arizona Capitol Times: “Reaching out to Latinos” 
 
Judges: “Very sophisticated photo illustration.” 

 
Second place 
Gabe Turner, Arizona Capitol Times: “Birth-controlled” 

 
D2. NON-METRO NON-DEADLINE LAYOUT/DESIGN 

 
First place 
Amanda Goossen 
Arcadia News: “Historic resorts of Arcadia” 
 
Judges: “Well executed and integrated, good packaging.” 

 
Second place 
Greg Bruns, Arcadia News: “Arcadia Home & Design” 

 
D3. METRO PAGE ONE LAYOUT/DESIGN 

 
First place 
Amy King 
The Arizona Republic: “SB 1070” 
 
Second place 
Hugo Torres, Arizona Daily Star: “Summer Heat Record” 
 
Third place 
Courtney Kan, The Arizona Republic: “Key states to watch” 

 
D4. METRO NON-DEADLINE LAYOUT/DESIGN 

 
First place 
Amy King 
The Arizona Republic: “Betrayal of trust” 
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Judges: “Good concept. Good use of type, nice details. Type illustration is difficult and this was 
very well executed.” 
 

Second place 

Hugo Torres, Arizona Daily Star: “Sometimes you feel like a nut (butter)” 
 
Third place 
Maria Camou, Arizona Daily Star: “Banish bottled dressings” 

 
D5. METRO TABLOID/MAGAZINE COVER DESIGN 

 
First place 
Peter Storch 
Phoenix New Times: “Coddling Joe” 
 
Judges: “Visually interesting, carried out well. Could have used a subhead — we did not know 
who Joe is.” 

 
Second place 
Luis Solano, La Voz Arizona: “100 Anos” 

 

D6. METRO MULTI-PAGE DESIGN 

 
First place 
Jamie Peachey, Zac McDonald and Peter Storch,  
Phoenix New Times: “Mirage” 
 
Judges: “Good concept, very well executed. The complete package.”  

 
Second place 
Jamie Peachey, Tim Gabor, Luster Kaboom, Zac McDonald and Peter Storch, Phoenix 
New Times: “Best of Phoenix” 
 
Third place 
Amanda Goossen, Arcadia News: “Historic Resorts of Arcadia” 

 
D7. METRO ILLUSTRATION – DRAWN 
 
First place 
Chiara Bautista 
Arizona Daily Star: “Tucson Festival of Books” 
 
Judges: “Lovely and beautifully drawn. Good concept.” 

 
Second place 
Zac McDonald, Phoenix New Times: “Ready to kill” 
 
Third place 
Andrea Heser, The Arizona Republic: “Fiscal cliff’ 
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D8. METRO ILLUSTRATION – PHOTO-BASED 

 
First place 
Adrienne Hapanowicz 
The Arizona Republic: “Vine Distinctions” 
 
Judges: “Visually compelling, very clean and beautifully executed.” 

 
Second place 
Amy King, The Arizona Republic: “The 48th state” 
 
Third place 
Wendy Goldfarb, The Arizona Republic: “Running the show” 
 
 

E. NON-METRO PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

E1. SPOT NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Oscar Perez 
Casa Grande Dispatch 
 
Second place 
JC Amberlyn, Kingman Daily Miner 
 
Third place 
Mark Levy, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Honorable mention 
Donovan Quintero, Navajo Times  

 
E2. GENERAL NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Beatrice Richardson 
Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Second place 
Mark Levy, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Third place 
Josh Biggs, Arizona Daily Sun 
 
Honorable mention 
Jarod Opperman, Daily News-Sun 
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E3. PORTRAIT/PERSONALITY PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Nick Cote 
Daily News-Sun 
 
Second place 
Mark Levy, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Third place 
Josh Biggs, Arizona Daily Sun 

 

E4. FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Josh Biggs 
Arizona Daily Sun 
 
Second place 
Beatrice Richardson, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Third place 
Josh Biggs, Arizona Daily Sun 

 
E5. PICTURE STORY 

 
First place 
Beatrice Richardson 
Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Second place 
David Jolkovski, Ahwatukee Foothills News 
 
Third place 
Beatrice Richardson, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Honorable mention 
Mark Levy, Sierra Vista Herald 

 

E6. SPORTS ACTION PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
F. Brant Clinard 
Freelance/East Valley Tribune  
 
Second place 
Jarod Opperman, Daily News-Sun 
 
Third place 
David Jolkovski, Ahwatukee Foothills News 
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Honorable mention 
Randy Metcalf, Explorer Newspaper 

 
E7. SPORTS FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Josh Biggs 
Arizona Daily Sun 
 
 
Second place 
Jarod Opperman, Daily News-Sun 
 
Third place 
Beatrice Richardson, Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Honorable mention 
Michael Rinker, Lake Powell Chronicle 

 

E8. PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
First place 
Beatrice Richardson 
Sierra Vista Herald 
 
Second place 
Jarod Opperman, Daily News-Sun 
 
Third place 
JC Amberlyn, Kingman Daily Miner 
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ARIZONA PRESS CLUB 
BRICK WALL AWARD 

 
The Arizona Press Club bestows the Arpaio First Amendment 
Disservice Award -- known as the "Brick Wall" Award -- upon the 
Arizona Department of Corrections and Director Charles Ryan for the 
agency's stonewalling for nearly two years the public release of a 
horrific video that depicted corrections officers failing to render aid to 
a suicidal inmate who eventually died from his self-inflicted wounds.  
 
After months of fighting for the video as public record, watchdog 
reporters from 12News/Republic Media went to court to force the 
Department of Corrections to follow state sunshine law.  
 
Arizona Superior Court Judge David M. Talamante ordered the 
agency to produce the video and the agency later agreed to pay more 
than $26,000 of the media organization's attorney fees.  
 
The resulting story, "Watching Tony Die," shed much-needed light on 
Arizona's prison system and treatment of inmates and prompted 
criticism from correctional experts and a state lawmaker.  
 
 

SLEDGEHAMMER AWARD 
 

No award given. 
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ARIZONA PRESS CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

Jim Small  |  President 
Arizona Capitol Times 
 
Jill Jorden Spitz  |  Vice president and contest chair 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Monica Alonzo  |  Secretary and awards reception chair 
Phoenix New Times 
 
Becky Pallack  |  Treasurer 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Rebekah L. Sanders  |  Vice president of communications 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Hillary Davis 
Yuma Sun 
 
Joe Ferguson 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Claire Lawton 
Phoenix New Times 
 
Robrt Pela 
Phoenix New Times 
 
Sky Schaudt 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Rob Schumacher 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Ray Stern 
Phoenix New Times  
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FIRST AMENDMENT AWARDS 
 
Recognizing published or broadcast work in 2012 that involved significant 
reliance on public records and open meetings. 
 

WINNERS 
 

Bob Ortega for “The Price of Prisons” 
The Arizona Republic 
 
“The Price of Prisons” was a four-day investigative series 
offering strong evidence that Arizona’s prisons are brutal place 
with high rates of suicide, homicide and “accidental” deaths. 
After pouring through hundreds of documents, the Republic’s 
investigation found that: at least seven Arizona inmates have 
been murdered over the past two years, a prison-homicide rate 

more than double the national average; nearly every day, an inmate in an Arizona prison 
attempts suicide; Arizona puts more prisoners in solitary for longer stretches than most 
states and the federal government, and 35 percent of the inmates currently in max were 
imprisoned for non-violent crimes, according to the state's own data. In addition, The 
Arizona Department of Corrections listed no cause of death for 28 inmates who died 
during a two-year period, stating only that the deaths were under investigation. No 
further information has been released. 

 

Carol Ann Alaimo for “PCC legal costs 
skyrocket” 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Carol Ann reports how Pima Community College’s legal costs 
have soared nearly 200 percent in recent years as the school 
faced a string of controversies. The Star analyzed six months of 
itemized legal billings from November 2011 to April 2012, and 
eight years worth of PCC purchase orders for amounts paid to 

its contracted law firm. Some of the rise in costs was attributed to legal challenges 
including sexual harassment allegations made against the school’s former chancellor. 
However, the most eyebrow-raising discovery was that PCC paid, with its taxpayer-
funded monies, more than $15,000 for lawyers to travel back and forth on the 3-mile 
stretch of Broadway Road. Each time attorneys traveled from their office to the campus, 
they charged the public $168—billing 48 minutes for the round trip that’s a 15-minute 
drive. 
 
As a result of Carol Ann’s investigative report, PCC was spurred to fast track its search 
for an in-house attorney, which was apparently put on the back burner since the search 
began in January 2011. In addition, PCC announced that it would be conducting a 
“comprehensive review” of its contracts with all its vendors. 
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Karina Bland for “Domestic violence deaths in 
Arizona tragically consistent” 
The Arizona Republic 
 
Karina’s story blends emotional first-person accounts of abuse 
and loss with hard data and thorough research involving reading 
reports and national studies, and interviewing local police 
officers about local statistics and recent incidents. She 

interviews families of victims, social workers and domestic violence counselors to put 
human faces on the statistics and makes the story riveting from beginning to end. 
 
Karina is a longtime award-winning reporter at the Republic. Her column, “My So-Called 
Midlife,” appears on Sundays. 

 

News21 Project Team for “Who Can Vote?” 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State 

University 
 
The voting rights project was produced by 24 students from 11 universities across the 
country participating in News21, a national student reporting project supported by the 
Carnegie and Knight foundations and headquartered at the Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State University.  
 
The team of student reporters took on the unprecedented task of gathering, organizing 
and analyzing all reported cases of election fraud in the United States since 2000. 
News21 reporters analyzed 2,068 alleged election-fraud cases since 2000 and found 
that while fraud has occurred, the rate is infinitesimal and in-person voter impersonation 
on Election Day, the supposed threat of which prompted 37 state legislatures to enact or 
consider tough voter ID laws, is virtually non-existent. 
 
Over the course of this seven-month investigation, the News21 team sent out more than 
2,000 public-records requests and spent nearly $1,800 on fees for records searches and 
copies of documents. The team also reviewed nearly 5,000 court documents, official 
records and media reports.  
 
They then built a database (http://votingrights.news21.com) that comprises the most 
extensive collection of U.S. election fraud cases ever compiled. To date, the News21 
election-fraud database contains information on 2,068 cases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://votingrights.news21.com/
http://votingrights.news21.com/interactive/election-fraud-database
http://votingrights.news21.com/interactive/election-fraud-database
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ORDER OF THE SILVER KEY SOCIETY 
 
Paying tribute to journalists from any medium with at least 25 years of experience 
in the state of Arizona (consecutive or cumulative) whose careers exemplify high 
standards and consistent, top-quality journalism. 
 

2013 INDUCTEES 
 

Bret McKeand, publisher and president of 
Operations 
Independent Newsmedia Inc. 
 
Bret began his newspaper career when he was 9 years old, 
delivering five daily newspapers then serving the Chicago 
Metropolitan area. Bret earned his journalism degree from the 
University of St. Francis in Joliet, Ill. Looking to escape the cold 
winters of the Midwest, he relocated to Arizona in 1983 and 
found himself a job as a reporter for the Sun City Independent.  

 
Thirty years later, Bret remains with Independent Newsmedia Inc., USA and today is 
president of its Arizona operations, which includes nine community weekly newspapers, 
three monthly publications, a community website and commercial printing plant. He 
served on the Arizona Newspapers Association’s Board of Directors for nearly 10 years, 
was president of the association in 1999 and president of the ANA Foundation in 2000. 
 
Our industry has changed dramatically in the past three decades, but Bret remains 
steadfast in his commitment to the First Amendment and a belief that good journalism is 
vital to a strong democracy. 

 

Jill Jorden Spitz, senior editor 
Arizona Daily Star 
 
Jill is senior editor at the Arizona Daily Star, where she 
oversees watchdog, investigative and project reporting as 
well as the Sunday paper. Previously she was the Star’s 
assistant managing editor and, before that, business 
editor.  

A staunch advocate of the First Amendment, Jill authored a paper, “How to build 
and maintain a government watchdog newsroom,” that she presented to the 
Investigative Reporters & Editors’ national conference in 2007. 
 
She is a board member of the First Amendment Coalition of Arizona, serving as a 
past treasurer. The coalition celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2011, marking 
several Arizona Supreme Court and federal court decisions guaranteeing the 
right of access to government by the public and the news media that were 
initiated by calls to the coalition’s FOI hotline. 
 
Jill graduated from the University of Arizona with a double major in journalism 
and economics. 
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Randi Weinstein, managing editor 
Phoenix Business Journal (posthumous). 
 
When Randi moved to Arizona in 1997, she started working as 
a staff writer for the Jewish News of Greater Phoenix. She also 
served as the assistant editor of the paper’s annual Community 
Directory. After less than a year, she was recruited by Dandick 
Publishing in Scottsdale, where she became editor of Arizona 
Trends.  

 
From Trends, Randi was hired by the Phoenix Business Journal in August of 2000 as a 
technology reporter. It was a huge leap from covering high society, but she wanted the 
change and the challenge. The new position would be her toughest assignment to date. 
She knew nothing about technology and struggled to build a strong beat that she could 
own. 
 
It wasn’t long before her editing and organizational skills came to light, and Randi was 
promoted to projects editor and a few of years later to managing editor of the Phoenix 
Business Journal. Randi excelled in each role and served as a mentor to many reporters 
and interns who passed through her newsroom. 
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THE PHIL ALVIDREZ AWARD FOR  
EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM 

 
Honoring an Arizona journalist who has demonstrated a continuous commitment 
over time of high standards of ethical professional conduct and a spirited defense 
of the First Amendment 
 

2013 WINNER 
 

Mark Casey, vice president and news director 
KPNX-TV Channel 12 
 
Mark was named news director at KPNX-TV in May of 1999 and 
vice president/news director in 2007.   
 
He has worked in journalism for 38 years in a variety of 
reporting, producing and management positions. He was a radio 
and television reporter, and a photographer for stations in Iowa 

and Minnesota in the late 1970s before moving to the assignment desk at Cap Cities-
owned WKBW-TV in Buffalo in the early 1980s. After leaving Buffalo, Mark joined COX 
Broadcasting where he spent 11 years at three stations, as an executive producer and 
news director. He rejoined Cap Cities—now Disney—as news director of WTVD-TV in 
Raleigh-Durham, N.C., in 1995. Prior to joining Gannett, he was vice president of News 
for FOX-owned WBRC-TV in Birmingham, Ala. 
 
Mark says Channel 12’s most challenging news stories have been, by far, the ongoing 
push and pull with the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office. “We have spent thousands of 
dollars and a lot of time jousting with MCSO over public documents and other points of 
access that have been denied by Sheriff Arpaio while knowing full well that in the end, 
he would have to open up the process. It has cost Maricopa County taxpayers a 
bundle. Our staff has been harassed, threatened, and stonewalled at every turn. We 
have continued to work to hold the Sheriff and his staff accountable. We’re not going to 
stop anytime soon.” 

 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the SPJ Freedom of Information 
Award winners, including expanded bios and more details 
about their work, visit www.phoenixspj.org  
and click “Awards & Scholarships.” 
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For complete judges’ comments and more  

information about our organization, visit: 
 


